Folklore and Fable in the Sudan
Similarly with the Sutra. According to tradition, a
Moslem cannot perform his prayer without the Sutra or
some object between him and the Kibla in order that
nothing may harm him by passing in between. The word
means something that covers or protects, and it is clear
from the traditions that it is protection against demons
that is required. The Prophet, according to various
accounts, used either a stick or a spear or his camel saddle,
sticking them upright before him when he made his
prayer. A quotation given from Muslim is very definite :
<f If any of you pray, do not allow anyone to pass between
him and the Sutra, for it protects from the demons/'
while another from Abu Baud says : " If anyone of you
prays without a Sutra before him, his prayer is apt to be
annulled by a dog or an ass or a pig or a Jew or a Magus
or a menstruating woman ; if they pass before him they
ought to be punished on that account with the pelting
of stones/*
The Sutra is only used in public places. If stones are
used they should be at least three in number to avoid
any idea that the stone itself is the object of worship.
In the mosque the Mihrab takes the place of the Sutra.
Rules are laid down as to how and where it is lawful to
pass one engaged in prayer. When he who prays chooses
an unexposed place and, although there is room to pass
behind him a man deliberately passes in front of him,
the sin is on the passer-by and not on him who prays.
But if he chooses a public place in preference to one which
is less exposed, and a man passes in front of him delibera-
tely, it is accounted sin to both ; or if it is impossible to
pass behind, the sin is on him who prays ; while if he is
obliged to pray in a public place and there is no room to
pass behind him it is accounted sin to neither.
The forming of ranks in the Mosque prayers is of great
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